Wleabaden, GCermany

T NOV |54

ECTt Transmittal of issing Alr Crew Report.

¢ Commanding General, Army Alr Forces

Washington, 25, D. C.
ATTN: AFFPA-8

1. Enclosed herewlth 1s Misaing Alr Crew Report of
B=17 type alircraft reported missing 1 No ember 1946, on
flight from Naples, Italy to Eovingdon, England.

2. The following named crew members were assigned to
Headquarters, Buropean Alr Tranaport Service, Wiesbaden, Ger-
many, APO 633, c/o Postmaster, New York, New York:

-Palr, Ford L. Colonel 0=-17029
- Upham, Hudason H. Colonel 0-19467
v Cotb, Lawrence L, ¥ajor 0=24736 /

o« The alreraft and followling named crew membera were
aasigned to Eachborn Army Air Base, Frankfurt, Germany, AFOQ
o7 e/o Postmaster, New York, New York:

»Ramirez, Alfred L. £nd Lt. 0=2082524
vGillbert, John E, M/8gt 6990531

«Dobovich, Zoltan J. 3/5gt Sesab227
vCasaell, William 3. T/Sgt 34896920
PHilton, Willliem A. S/5¢t 38515193

4. MNlasing crew members listed above are non-battle
casualties.

FOR THE COMMANDI

EL
Lt. Col. AQ
J Ueputy Chief of Gtaff
2 Tncla: by :
‘1, Missing Alr Crew Report.
J2. sketeh of area involved,




A Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress is unreported after taking off Noverrber |
‘rom Capodichino Air Tield, Napleg, Italy, for Bovington, England.

This ersw of eicht men was akoard:
“slonel Ford L. Fair (Wife, Mrs. Rocabella Fair, of Wiestaden, Cermany.)

Colorel Budson B. Usham (Mother, Mrs, Mary H. Uvham, 473C Dakwond

o
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Avenue, L.es Angeles, California.)

”“‘Jm* Lawrence L. Cobt, Jr. (Wife, Mrs. Nan C, Cobb, of Wiesbaden,
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Second Lieutenart Alfred D. Ramirez (Wife, Mrs. Ruthe E. Ramirez, 720
West 180th Street, New York, New York.)

Master Sergeant John Earl Gilbert (Mother, Mrs. Goldie Gilbert, 46 North
rentry Street, Frankfort, Indiana.)

Staff Sergeant William ]. Hilton (Wife, Mrs. Doris Hilton, of Frankfurt,
Yermany.)

Staff Sereeant Zoltan J. Dobovich (Mother, Mrs. Rose Dobovich, Rox 41,
Rutztown, FPennsylvania.)

\
Technical Sergeant William 3. Cassell (Motaer
2, Mount Airy, North Zarolina.)

4

No

A Dougplas 2-47 Skytrain which took off from Vernan Field, Jamaica, Novem-
her 2. for San Juan, Puertn Rico, i3 still mis3ing.

The five crew members were.
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Second Lieutenant John M. Woods (Mother, Mrs. . sods, 2077 Dartmoor
r'..- s = T il | _: T ™ 1"'I ® ' . *I'r"‘l.
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Technical Jarceant Wilcur O, Whitlock (Wife, Mrs. Rebecca A, Whitlock,

Borinquen Fi=ld, Puerto Rico.)

PDOR

Drivate First Olass John R. Lafferty (Mother, Mrs, Catherine Lafierty, <
West Locust, Charlestown, lllinois.) ’
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Non Datile Casualty

INSTALLED WEAPONS: Negative

THE PERSONS LISTED BELOW WERE REPORTED AS:

NUMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT: CREW: 8, PASSENGERS: C, TOTAL: 8
CREW POSITION Nail IN FULL RANK SERIAL NO, CURFENT STATUS
Command Pilot Y Fair, Ford larimore Colonel (0=17029 missing
Command Pilot ¥ Upham, Hudson Hutton  Colonel 0=19467 nissing
Co=FPilot: = Ccbb, lawrence Lofton Major 0=-24736 missing
Navigator 712amirez, Alfred Doroteo 2nd Lt. 0-2082524 missing
Enginoer 5Gilbert, John Edward L/a 6990531 mi.ssing
Ass't Engineer & Hilton, William Allec S; bgt. 38515193 misging
Radio Operator 3Dobovich, Zoltan Joseph S/Sgt. 33835227  wdssing
Ass't Radio

Operator | Cassell, William Seldon T/Sgt. 34096920  missing

LAST KNOWLEDGE OF AIRCRAFT WAS: Take-off at Naples, ltaly

ARE PERSONNEL BELIEVED TO HAVE SURVIVED: Unlmown
CHART OF AREA INVOLVED ATTACHED HEREWITH:

NO EYEWITNESS OR CIRCUMSTANCES PERTAINING TO MISSING AIRCFAFT ENOWN AT
THIS TIME,

AMR OF OFFICER INCHARGE OF SEARCH:
NALKE RANK SERIAL NUMBER ORGANIZATION

0=1473 Capodichino Army Air Base,

Maples, Italy, APO 790-G,
o PM. New York, N.X.

Goodrich, Javid W. Colonel

DESCRIPTION AND EXTENT OF SEARCH:

The following areas have been under continuous search since the air-

craft was reported missing:
Isl2 of Corsica
Ligurian Sea
Tyrrhenian Sed
Swiss Alps
French Alps
Rhone Valley to Paris (over an area 75 miles wide)
An area 75 miles wide fram Paris to Bovingdon.

All available American aircraft in Italy, Rrance, and some aircraft

in Cermany are conducting the search. Aircraft from RAF are aiding

in the search from Bovingdon to Paris. French aircraft are also

aiding in the search in Southern France.
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\IR TRANSFORT SERVICE p/JTM/ebn
US ARMY

Wiesbaden s Germany
‘}r iisst ’;"rf
£ () HRULO G

Suprlemental Missing Air Crew Report

commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington 25, DeCe
. ATTETION: AC/AS-1, Notificetion Section,

le Attached is the supplemental Missing Alir Crew Report of B=l17
Mumber 43-39338, reported missing on 1 November 1946, on flight from
Naples, Italy to Bovingdon, England,

2. The following named crew members were assigned to Headquarters,
Puropeeén Air T™rensport Service, Wiesbaden, Germany, APO 633, c¢/o, PeMe,
New York, New Yorki

Fair, Ford L. Colonel 0=17029
Upham, Hudson H. Colonel 0=19467
Cobb, lawrence L. M2 jor 0-24736

9« The aireraft and following named erew members were assigned to
Eschborn Apmy Air Bese, Frankfurt, Germany, APO 57, ¢/o, PeM. New York,
New Yorks

Remirez, Alfred D, 2nd Lt, ~0«=208252),
Gilbert, John Ee V/Sgt 2990531
Dobovieh, Zolten Te S/8gt 33835227
cossell, Williem S, T/Set 2 4896920
Hilton, Williem A. S/Sgt 38515193

Missing Air Crew members listed above are non-battle casualties,

5

1l Tnel: Supplemental Missing Air Crew | .
Rep0rt !f/S InCIS gﬁhi; aubial;

FOR THE COMWNDING GENERALS




- HBADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN AIR TRANSPCRT SERVICE 0/CSP/s}

APO 633 US Army
Wiesbaden, Germany

SUBJECT: Report of Finding B-17 No, 43-39338, Missing Since 1 November
1G46.

T0 : Commanding General
Furopean Air Transport Service

APO 622, US Army

l. On 1 November 1046, B-17 No. 43-39338, pilot, Colonel Hudson H.
Upham, Headquarteres EATS, departed Capodichino Air Base, Naples, Italy
at 00R4Z for Bovingdon, ¥ngland with eight people on board, One radio
contact was made five minutes after toke-off with Cupodichino tower after
which nothing more was heard from their aircraft.

2. After eighteen days of extensive land-sea and air search, orders
were lssued to abanion formel search, Subsequently numerous reports of
crashed aircraft were investigated in hopes that this alrcraft would bde
located, but without success.

3, On 25 July 1947, a vatrol of the French 99th Bataillon D'Infanterie
Alpine under commend cf Lt. Noel Mollard discovered the wreckage of an air-
craft on & mountain named Aiguille des Glaciers, U45° U7' X, lat.,, 6° 48! &,
Ilong. The wreckage was discovered on & glacier at approximtely 35/50 meters
(12,187 feet). Papers discovered at the ccene indicated that this was
B-17 No. 43-39338 which had been missing since 1 November 1946, This infor-
metion was reported to Commandant Chalandon in commend of the 99th Bataillom
D'Infanterie Alpine who relayed the informestiom through French Military

channels to the American Legatlion in Paris,

4, On Friday, 1 August 1947, the American Legation notified Hqs. Amer-
ican Graves Registration Commend, 3rd Region, Nancy, France and on Seturday,
2 August 1947, 1st Lt., lauis A, Bockstahler of that Headguarters with a
crew Of six men proceeded to Headquarters 99th Bataillon D'Infanterie Alpine,
Bourg St. Maurice, France.

5. On Saturday, 2 August 1947, TACC Headquarters EATS quizzed Associated
Press correspondent, Paris as a result of AP news release and news broad-
cast on AFN, Associated Press in Paris stated that their news release origin-
ated in Grenoble, France and reported that the B.17 had been found on Mont
Blane, five hundred feet from the top of the mount.in. This was the first

information received by this Headquarters.

0. On Sunday, 3 August 1947, a team of US personnel from FATS Head-
quarters proceeded in a C-U7 aircraft to Grenoble, France, The following
persgonnel made up this team:

Capt. Clarence S. Parker Chief of Flyling Safety, Hqgs.
EATS,




Basic: Ltrto 08, EATS, supjsr-" ._- Dfl’rt B-17 No. 43-39338, Missing
Sinca 1 November 1946", apd Z.I:‘;tt i |

let Lt. Willlar F. Shimonkevite Rep. FPI0 and Photo Officer

Sgt. Wilbur N. Guinn

Pvt. Cene W. Robbins Radio Operator

Pvt. Billy J. Norman Theater Mortuaries, EUCOM
Mr. Robert G. Clifford (Civ.) Theater Mortusries, EUCOM

Ingquiry at Grenoble revealed no information so this team proceeded the
same day to Chambery (Rourget De lac) Froance which is a French Air Force
Base under command of Lt. Colonel Janicot.

7. At Chambery, US personnel received a most cordial welcome .nd
unlimited cooperation from the French Air Force personnel, A 24 hour
guard was provided for the aircraft, blllets were secured for the crew,
meal s were furnished at a nciinal fee, transportation wius provided free,
and personnsl for assistance were placed at the disposal of Capt. Parker.
Commandant Yean du Luzanne and bt, Georges Bel were most helpful at
Chambery in providing trarsportation, commmnication facilities and inter-
preting for US personnel.

8, On Monday, Y4 August 1947 the team proceeded by French Military
staff ocar, furnished by It., Colonel Jenicot, to Bourg St. Meurice, Frunce,
Heaiquarters of the 99th Bataillon D'Infanterie, Alpine, where it was
learned that Commandant Chalandon was at the mountain base of operations,
Les Chapleux which 1s located approximately eix miles north of Bourg St
Maurice., The US team proceeted by noon of that day to Les Chapieux.,

9. Upon arrival at lLes Chapleux it was learned that Commandant
Chalandon, Lt. Mollard and the S5.E.S, (Elite Mountain Troops of the Batai-
llon) were making an ascent of the mountain, The US personnel proceeded
on foot to meet the French teams coming down the mountain, returning to
Les Chapieux at 1800 hours,

10¢ In cooperation with Lt., Bocketahler, AGRC, Capt. Parker studied
resulte of searches and discussed plans with Commandant Chalandon and
Lt. Mocllard for further searches of the mountain area, Due to the heat
of the summer the glacler had become 80 dangerous to cross that Commandant
Chalandon refused to allow anyone to accompany the S.Z.5, except exper.
lenced mountain climbers who coull speak French, therefore the only US
representative who wes aldwed to go Lo the scene of the accident was
Mr. George A. Geno, Civilian employee of AGRC.

1l The work done by the French Alpine troops in thece searches
deserve the commendation, recognition and sincere appreciation of the
United States., These gourageous troops made five ascente of Algnille
des Glaciers without ragardfog their own dafety. At one time Lt.
Mollard and two of his meh. wily avoided. @éath when a snow bridge
acCross a deep crevasse gave way. This normally dangerous work was made
more difficult because the unusually hot summer had made the glacier's
snow and lce very soft. The crevasses were unusually deep (some.imes
over 300 feet deep) and the snow bridges which must be used to cross the




18, REMARKS: At present there are no further remarks. If additional
information is received it will be forwarded lmmediately
on supplemental report,

DATE OF REPORT: 7 November 1946

e

t Lt., Alr Corps ’
Personal Affairs Officer.,
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Ltr to CG, EATS, subdbj: "Rapq E&?MTIEBM 43393218 Missing
1 November 1946" (cont) 4 -

cravagses were thin and dangerous, The following personnel contributed
most in this diflficult work:

Commendant Yean A. “halendon ~ Le Chef de G9th Bataillon
D'Infanterie Alpine

Lt. Noel Mollard — Commanding the S.E,S. 99th Bataillon
D'Infanteris Alpine

ogt. Felix Boire

Sgt. leon Beck

ogt. Benri Brun

Cpl. Roger Poulenard

Cpl. Jorat
Non commissioned officers at the S.E. S, 99th B. I.A,

12, In a conference on 5 August 1947, Commeandant Chalandon aand Lt.
Mollard stated that further searches would dbe made but that they
believed nothing more would be found since ever thing of importance
in the area had been recovered. (See French file attached for items
recovered.) It was believed that the larger nart of ths sireraft and
larger buman remains were buried in the ice of the glacier and will not
be discovered until]l discharged at the base of the glacler in approximately
30 years, In view of thie information and beceuse it was impossible to
commun icate with headquartere, Captain Parker decided 0 return to
Wiesbaden until the following Sunday, when final results would be known,

13. At this time the following human remains had been recovered:

Part of a head (thick, black hair)

Cne arm from elbow down including hand
Part of a leg

Two feet

No identification could be made of any parts of bodies, In
addition to these remains personal articles, parts of aircraft, opera-
tions orders and AAF Form | had been recovered sufficiently to prove
conclusively that this saircraft was B-17 Number 43.79338 which lad de-
parted Neples on 1 November 1546,

14, At this time Comrandant Chalandon placed the humen remeins in
the chapel at Les Chapleux and posted a 24-hour armed guard at the
coffin, He also informed Captain Parker that on Menday, 11 August 1947,
there would be a forma]l military ceremony at Bourg St. Maurice to
honor the deceased US personnel, The French General in command of
that region was to attend along with other dignitari-es,

15« After this conference, Li, Bockstahler decided to remain at
Bourg St. Maurice in the evert wore human remains were discovered,
Captain Parker and the US team from this madquarters departed Bourg St,
Manrice on 5 August 1947 at 1730 hours proceeding to Chambery and then
on 6 Avguet 1947 to Wiesbaden, Germany, arriving at 13500 hours,

o1 il ‘ CU
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Ltr to CG, EATS, subj: 'B&th—La QI-EDJ. 43-39338, Missing Since

1 November 19h6' dtd 21 August 1947,

16, A verbal report was rendered to the Commending General, EATS Head-
quarters covering all information avalilable at this tine, Wires were aleo
dispatched on 7 August 1947 in accordance with AAF Reg. g2-14 tos Commanding
General, AAF; Chief Flying Safety Division, Lnagley Field, Va; Commanding
Genercl, USAFE; anc Commanding Officer, Rhein Main Alr Base,

17. On 10 August 1947 a party of Air Force ver.onnel proceeded in two
C-47 aircraft to Chambery to ~ttend the commemorative ceremony at Bourg 5t.
Maurice and to return the remaine to Frankfurt, Geruary, This party consisted

of:

Brig. Gen. James F. Powell Commanding EATS
Captaln Robert L. Lovelace Hgs. BATS
Captain Donald W, Allen Hgs. EATO

Capta in Clarence S. Parker Hos. EATS
Captain Fon E, Johnson Hos. HATS

lst Lt. William F. Shimonkevits Hgs. EATS

1st Lt, John R, Walker Hqos. EATS

end Lt. Hagzel Langdon Hos. FATS

Pvt. Billy J. Normen FUCOM Mortuaries.,

18. On 11 August 1947 the party proceeded to Bourg St. Meurice in staff
care provided by Lt. Colomel Janicot arriving at 1000 hours, The ceremony
was most impressive, Troops of the 99th Bataillon D'Infanterie Alpine were
present in full dress, Commemorative addresses were made by Brigade General
Collignon and Brigadier Ceneral Powell, The remains were thea transported to
Chambery and flown by Capt., Parker and Lt. Shimonkevits to Rhein Main Alr Base
where an honor geard headed by Colcnel Walter S. Lee met the airplane.

19. In conclusion it is the bellief of the undersigned of ficer that no
definite identification will be made of the remains, It 1s also believed
impossidble that anyone could have survived the crash, for indications are
that the aircraft struck head on into a nearly ve tical surface and exploded.
There is nothing to incicate that any of the occupants attempted to parachute,

20. A revised AAF Form 14 will be submitted by Headouarters EATS,

CIARINCE 5. PARKER
Captain, Air Corps

&hlof Flying Safety
eadquarters SATS

Telephone: FATS 7041, Ext. 275

l Incl: Complete File of Incident
Compiled by French Army,
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B}"_ 1?@%@1 EB 0/ CSP/ gar
EURCPEAN A

TRANSPCORT SERVICE
AP0 633 US Army

Wiesbaden, Germany
August 21 1947

TOY DN IT MAY CONCERN

Please note that the French report states nine (9) people were
on board this aircraft. This report was dbased upon the attached AAF
Form 1 which was for a previous flight and is incorrect.

There were eight ({ people on board as shown by the AAF Form
23 attached hereto.

It 15 noted that 1st Lt, R. C. Gordon is the man who decided
not to return on this aircraft.

/s/ CLARENCE S, PARKER
CLARXNCE S, PARKIR,
Capt., Air Corps,
Chief, Flying Safety




108 1/2 BRIGADE

- Report of fina]l findings,

- Statement of the Battalion Chief concerning the probable causes
of accident.

Statement of Lt Mollard 28 July 1947
Report of the different mountainers : (Crew)
- 1 August
- 4 August
- 7 August
- 8 Auzust
- Report of weather situation from 31 October to 2 November 1946,
- Map of L'Alguille des Glaciers (Side 8 B)

- Enlargement of search zones

i mp. at 1/200.000

- Photography of L'Aigueille des Glaciers (Side S.X.)

- List of articles found,

Bourg St. Maurice, 9 August 1947
Battalion Chief CHALANDON
Commending the 99th B.I.A.

s/ Chelandon
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HEADQUARTERS EE 4
KURCFEAN CCMMAND :
Of fice of the Chief uartermaster

apo 757 11 SED 194

SUBJECT : Report ofFinding B=l7 No. 43«59538,NBsing
since 1 November 1946

¢ The Quartermaster General,
WaI Vepartment
Washington 205, DeCe

Attached hereto is Report from Headquarters,
BEuropesn Air Transport Service, of B=l7 No. 43«39538,
missing since 1 November 1946, whieh is forwarded for
your Inforation.

FOR THE OCHIEF QUARTERMASTEG:
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108th 1/2 BRIGADE

99th B, 1, A,
ATFMENT OF THE BATTALION CHIEF CHAIANDON
397th Bn. COMMANDING THE 99th B, I. A,

Probable way taken by the B-17G

Coming from NAPLES and going to LONDON, in passing through that
area is a direct wvay. The plane struct at 3,700 meters, so it must
have passed about the Coi Du Mont-Cenis, avoiding the 2 big Mass of
Grand-Paradis and Haute Tarentaise, Bast of la Vannoise at the West,

They certainly intended to pass at the West of the Mass du Mont-Blane.

The plane hit the first high peak limiting that Mass a2t the South-
West.,

=

The weather was fairly cloudy on the day (See Weather statistics).
Was the peak of the Mont Blanc (U4807) meteres clear and the surround ing
sunmite cloudy? OSuch things bappened very oftern. If so, we know the
reason of the collision. The plane continued to fly in a straight line,
flying close to the Mont-Blanc.

If the summit of the Aiguille de Glaciers was clear, the pilots would
have seen it from very far, that mountain being like a black pyraxid
energing from an enormous glacier,

The Conclusion is: A sudden deficiency of the plane, or a mistake
in the p110ting-

BOURG ST MAURICE, 16 August 1947
Chalandon, Jean Andre, Bn Chief
Commanding the 99th B. I. A.

DISTRIBUTION:

The General Commending the 8&th

Region - LY(N,

The Colonel commending the 108th 1/2
BRIGADE.

The General commanding the subdivision
of Chambery File.

A TRANSLIATION OF CRIGINAL FRENCE FILE.




0/C5P/a3
Kissbaden, Cerasny

Repert of Finding S=17 Mo, &3-3933€, Mlasing Sinee 1 Rovember
1946

Cemmanding Ueneral
wropean Alr Traneport Service
f‘u?C 633’ VS :lrﬁl’_

1. On 1 Nevember 1946, B=17 Neo. A3-39338, pilot, Colenel Hudseoa i.
Upham, Headquartera DATS, departed Capedichine Air Base, Naples, Italy
at 0054Z for Povingdon, Tngland with eight people on board. One radie
centact was made five sinutes after take-off with Capedichine teower after
which nothing more was heard froa this alreraft.

2, After eightesn days of extensive land-gsea and sir search, orders
were issued to abandon formal search. Subsequently numerous reports of

crashed alreraft were investigated in hopes that this aireraft would be
located, but without success,

3. On 25 July 1947 a patrol of the French 99th Sataillon D'infuntierie
Alpine under command of LL. Neel Nollard discovered the wreckage of an air-
eraft on & mountain named Alguille des Glaciers, A5° 47' N, lat., 6% 42' =,

iong. The wreckage was discovered on & glacier at approxisately 3750 reters
(12,187 feet), Papers discoverad at the scene indicated that this was

B=17 No. 4339338 which had been miseing since 1 Novembar 1946. This infor-
mation was reported to Commandant Chalanden in command of the 99th Satalllen
D'infanterie Alpine who relayed the information threugh French Military
channels to the ‘merican lLegation in Paris.

he Cn Friday, 1 August 1947, the American Legetion netifisd Hga. Aner-
focan CGraves lleglstretlion Command, Ird Regien, Nancy, France and on Saturday,
2 Apgust 1947, 1lst Lt. Lauis A, Beckstahler of that Headouarters with a
erew of six men grssesdad o lesdougrters G0th Hataillen D'infantarie Alpine,
Sourg St. ¥auriee, France.

9. Un Saturday, 2 August 1947, TACC Headnuarters “ATS quiszed Asacciatsd
iTess corrospondent, Faris as & regult of AF newa releage and news bhroad-
cast on AFN., Assoclate ITeas in Tapls stated that thelr news release origin-
at~d in Greneble, France and reported thet the B-17 had been found sn Seont
Plane, five hundred feet from the top of Lhe mountain, This wag the first
information reeeived by thie Headquarters.

6. On Sunday, 3 August 1947, @ teank of ULl personnel [rem WIS Head-
guarters proeecded in a (ahT alrceraft to Grencble, Tence. The following
personnel made up thegn teamy:

Chiefl of Flying Safely, lge.
1Y .




The Battalion Chief CHALANDN commanding the 99th B, I. A, in
accord with Lt Mollard commanding the S. BE. S. of the Battaliocn
and the American authorities present at Les Chapieux, decided to
stop the searches for the bodies and documents in the area of L'Aiguille

de Glaciers, on Saturday 9 August 1947,

The airplane was pulverized after hitting the mountain (C'Aiguille).
The remains were spread all over the Glacier, the Glaciasrs and the Glacier
of the Estelette, During the past they have been covered by U or 5
meters of snow, and now they are buried in the ice or at the dottom of

Crevasses,

Everything was done to find the remains, but the falling rocks, the
fragile snow bridges, and the crevasses of the moving glaciers mke the
searches vury perilous, Farther searches would only bring very smell
results.

In & few years, and little by little, the glaciers will free the
remaine, at which time, this unit will gather them carefully, this srea
being our itraining ground in the mountinins and this unit will notify
American authorities concerned,

BOURG St. Msurice, 9 August 1947
CHALANDON, Dattalion Chief

Commanding the 59th B, I. A.
§/ CHALANDON
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VIII MILITARY AREA
108th 1/2 BRIGADE

99th B. I. A.
5, E. S.

¥o 98

Lieutenant MOLIARD Neal, Commanding the SES
of the 99th B. I. A,

TO: The Battalion Chief, commmnding the
99th B. I. A.

SUBJECT: American Plane Found at 3, /50 meters Aiguille des Glaclers.

Submitted herewith are the following facts; On Friday 25 July
1947, the S.E.S, and I, were climbing the Aiguille des Glaciers
(3,870 metersr) on the South-Bast side of that mountain: and we found

the remains of a plane at around 3,750 meters.

After ardous searches on the rocky eide of L'Aiguille, it seemed
that nlane was:

l. An American plane
2. B-l7, terial no, 9338
3. That it etruck against the mountain (Oily spot on the slope
of the mountain, and motor of the plane crushed into that
slope).
. Coming from Naples and going to lLondon.

On 31 October 1946
Duty orders in my possession at les Chapileux, Lt Mollard,

Duty orders signed by Lt Guy A. Vogt, by order of Colonel

DANIEL
ESCHBORN- Germany

LT, MOLLARD, Commending the S,.E.S,
of the 99th R, I.A,

s/Mollard

[
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Les Chapieux, 28 Muly 1947

VIII MILITARY AREA

108th 1/2 BRIGADE
99th B, I. A.

S.E. S
No 98 bis

Lieutenant MOLIARD, Commanding the S.X.S, of
thﬂ 99 B- IiAt

TO: Battalion Chisf, Commending the 99th B. I.A.

Submitted herewith are the following facts:
It was exactly 10:ep hours when we saw & big green spot on ‘he rocky
slope of the Alguille des Glaclers, At the same time the first crew
of mountain climbers found some debris of & plane. There were more
and more of these remains as we were getting closer to the green spot,
which was the rest of the cockpit of a plane. Some clothes, papers,
and other kinds of debris were spread on that rocky side of the mount-
ain, We also found one skull, one hand a part of an arm (from elbow
to hand), (Some flesh was still on it). We gathered them in ahole in
the rock, as it was 1lmpossible to take them down on that day, the walk
down being difficult. The climbers had already left their bags on the
wvay up (3,470) because we feared a big storm (thunder). Also we had
climbed through the ardeous way instead of the usual path, that is how

found the plane,

Included herewith are: Cony of list of personnel (No 1)
Copy of Operations Orders No 260 (¥o 2)

List of things found and in the possession
of Lt. MOLIARD at the les Chapieux (NO 3)

Map of plane where plane was found,
Map (50/000 Mt Blane)

Duty orders show that there were a total of nine persor - aboard

the plane: 2 Colonels, 1 Major, 1 Lieutenant 1 Lieutenant, and U4

sergeants,

Lieutenant MOLIARD
S/ MOLLARD

A TRANSIATION CF ORIGINAL FRENCH FILE




Lér to CG, BATS, subj: "Report of Finding B=17 No. A3-3933€, Missing Since
1 Kovember 1SA6", dtd 21 August 19.7.

16. A wverbal report was rendered to the Conmanding “eneral, "ATS Head-
guarters covering a1l information avallable at this time, Vires were also
dispatehed on 7 Auguet 1947 in accordance with ALF Reg. 02«14 to: Coscanding
General, AAFj Chief Flylng Jefety Division, langley Field, Va; Commanding
Genara)], UUAFT; and Com anding Of (leer, Zhein Maln Alr Dase.

17. On 10 August 1947 a party of Alr Force personnel proceeded in two
C-47 aircrart te Chambery to atiend the commesorative ¢eremony at Bourg SU.
Naurice and to return the resains to Frankfurt, Cersany. This jparty consisted
ol

Brig. Cen. James F, rowell Commanding TATS
c'lpuiﬂ Robert L, Lovelace qu;‘ SIS
Captalin Yonald ¥, Allen Hge. TATS
Captain  Clarence S, Parker Hgs. BATS
Captain Fea L, Johnson Hoo. EATS

lst L&E, ¥illiam F, Shimenkevits s TATS

1st Lt. John K, Walkepr

2nd 1L, Hasel Langdon

Pyt. Bllly J. Neorman

18. ©On 11 August 1947 the party proeesded to Uourg i, Hauriee= in staff
cars provided hy Lt. Colonel Janicot arriving at 1000 heurs. Ihe ceremony

was nost impresgive. Troops of the 99th Bataillen U'iInfanterie Alplins were
present in full dress, Commemorative addresses were made by Brigade General
Collignon and Brigadier General Fowell. The remains were Lhen Lransporiad to
Chasbery and flewn by Japt. Parker and Li. Jhimenkevits teo Rhein Nalin Alr Dase
where an honor zuard headed dy Colonel Walter 5, Lee mel Lhe alrplane,

19. In cenclusien it is the ballel of the undersigned officer Lhat ne

definive identification will he made of the remains. It 1s also balleved
impossible that snyone could have survived Lhe crash, for 'ndications are

that the sireraft struek head on inte a nearly verfical surface and exploded,
There is nothing o0 indicate that any of the oecupants attemy ted to parachute.

20. A revised AAF Form 14 will be submitted by Headguarters "A%S.

CLARERCE O, FAREER
Captain, Alr Cor;s
Chief, Flying Safety

o L

H!ldqutrtlfa = ¥
Telephone: TATS 7041, fxt. 275

Y Incl: Completea File of Incident
Compiled by French Arwmy.
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THINGS FOUND:

l. 2 Jackets - one belonging to a Sergeant (Particuler grade not
mentioned)

one belonging to another Sgt, with different badges:
a. Transport Troop Carrier, Transport Commund,

b. 1 Badge of mechanician

ce 3 Decorations.

Jacket belonging to M/Sgt GILBIRT, Serial numder 6697531
(written inside of the Jjacket), Duty Orders, glasses (gold fraume),
ticket with his name written on it (Ing Slips for EM)

2« Other things:
&. A ring with skull and 2 sngkes.

b. A silver bell from Capri "The luckly little bell of
San Michell™

c. One cap insignia (American Officer in the Air Corps)
d. One collar pin.

3. Administrative flight No, 109: for the needs of the
Headquarters.,

Lieutenant Mollard

S/ Mollard
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WS TRICTED

108 1/2 BRIGADE

99th B.1l.A.
PIECES OF THE FILE

Report of Final Findings.

Statement of the Battallon Chief concerning the probable causes
of acclident.

Statoment of Lt Moslard 28 July 1947
Report of the different mountainers : (Crew)

- 1 August
- 4 Aupust
- 7 August
- & ﬁugust

Report of weather situation from 31 October to 2 November 194C.
Map of' L'Aiguille dea Glaciers (Side S E)

Enlargement of scarch zones

Map & at 1/2000,000

Photography of L'Aigueille des Glaciers (Side S.E.)

List of Articles found.

Bourg St. Maurice, 9 august 1947
Battalion Chief CHALANDON
Commanding the 99th B. I. A.

S/ Chalandon
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R E_-b‘ % ?Tmﬁl.:jb commanding S.E,S.

The Battal ion Chief Commanding the 99th
B.1.A.

SUBJECT: Location of American Plane.

submitted herewith is a report of searches made under my supervision,
to locate the American plane B-17. Searches were maie especially to
find bodies, personal objects, parts of plane and documents.

A. Departure on lst August from the Chapieux at 0300 hours.
Return at 1930 hours,

B. Crew Chiefs:
Lt. MOLLARD, ¥ guides
Sgt BEX S, 3 guides
"l JORAT, 3 guides
ol POULENARD, 3 guides

Itinerary and places searched:;

Col of the Seigne-Col 3010 (See map 1/50,000 Mt Blanc)
Glacier of the Glaciers-Rimay (upper)

3 couleirs meeting at around 3750 meters.

Replacement of the cockpit and motor of the plane.
Return through the three peaks leading to the glacier
of the GLACIERS,

Main purpose of these searches was to find the bodies.

Searches made on all of the slope, 400 meters to the right,
and the same to the left, 500 meters &bove and below to the
upper rim (Glacier des Glaciers).

Things found: Fount<«in pen, watch (Relex), fingernail
clipper, papers coucerning the plane, duty orders, jacket of
Sgt GILBYRT. Remains, man's head, part of a shoulder, pert
of one arm (from elbow to hand). These remtins are actually
at Les Chapieux (Chapel)

s/ Mollard

1%
I .7
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RESTRI!ICTED

108th /2 BRIGALE

REPORT_OF FINAL FINDINGS

The Battalion Chief CHALANDON commending the 99th B, I. A. in
accord with Lt Mollasr: commanding the S. L. &, of the Battalion
and the American authoritiecs present at Les Chapieux, declded to
stop the searches for the bodle and documents in the area of L'Aiguille
de Glrclers, on Saturday 9 August 1947.

The airplane was pulverized after hitting the mountain (L'Aiguille).
The remains were spread all ower the Glaclier, the Glaciers and the Glacler
of the Estelette, During the past they have been covered oy 4 or 5
meters of snow, and now they are buried in the ice or at the bottom of
CIrevesSEesS.

Everythine was done to find the remains, butl the {alling rocks, the
fregile snow bridges, and the crevasses ol the moving glaciers make the
searches very pverilous. furthor geurcnes woulcd only oring very small
results,

In & few years, and iittle by littile, the gluciers will free the
remains, at which time, this wnit will gather them carefully, this area

being our training ground in the mounteins and this unit will notify
Americen authoritics concerned.

BOURG St. Maurice, 9 August 1547
G ALA l'ITOH’ Battalion [dhibf
Comman:iing the 99th B, I. A.

S/ CHALANDON
A TRANSLATION OF ORIGINAL FRENCH FILE
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Les Chapieux, U4 August 1947

VIII MILITARY AREA

;gf;hafliﬂifw‘ ! l 158 ﬂg 'lGTED

S.E. S,

Lt. MOLIARD Neal, Commaending the 5.E.S,
of the 99th B. I. A,

TO: The Battalion Chief, Commanding the
99th Battailon d'Infantrie Alpine.

Submit ted herewith is the report of the searches male on U August 1947
on the glacler of the Estellette and in the rocky couloir which goes up to
3, 130 meters.

T™wo Crews: 1 - Lt Mollard, Mr Geno from the American Ml ssion,
and 2 guildes.
2 - Sgt Bois and 2 guides.

Schedule: Departure from Les Chapieux at 0300 hours, Returrn to Les
Chapieux at 1700.

Itinerary: Les Chapieux, Seloge, Col de la Seigna (2,736 meters),
Glacier of the Estelleis.

a, 'l'hinﬂs found: On the all glacier we found debris of plane motor,
oroveller and 1*“e-raft. At the peak of the glacier of the Estellettes we found
some more rer. .ns of plane. Inside of the Rimay (upper), 7 meters inside and
in the ice, we found some more parts (from the coast 3,730 to 1 kilometer and
a half to the point of wreckage (3,730). %The Glacier of Estellotte is covered
by parts, the biggest part has the size of a human head.

b. We found the wallet of T/Sgt Cassel, inside were an identification
card, different papers and $250.00, a pad with code-words, a camera with films,
navigation maps, a rocket-pistol, and other different things as shoes., Also we
found remains as 2 feet, the lower part of a leg, bones and little bits of flesh,

¢c. Places searched: All of the glacier of the Estellette (very
dangerous glacier with very deep crevasses, snow bridges (more than 30 meters
long), all of the couloir at the peak of the glacier to 3,730 meters).

d., Moras searches will de made Thursday and Friday 7 and 8 August 1947.
The purpose of the searches will be to bring down the other parts of the plane,
and remains if there are any left.

e. OConclusion: In my opinion there is nothing else to be found at the
place of wreckage, as the plane bursted, The rest of the plane and bodies are
now inside of the glacier of the Estellette under 15 to 30 meters of ice. Those
remains will te found before thirty years from now, after the glacier will have
normally melted, they will be then at the Rimay (lower). We met great difficulties,
because of the rock slope and also becauss of the glaciers (Glacier des Glaciers), |

especially the glacler of the Eﬁ!gt_all;e}ﬁ te.

.FEL-;‘. wrt « B §FLJ ;
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VIII MILITARY AREA
03th 1/2 BRICADE

Lieutenant MOLLARD Neal, Commanding the
Df the 99‘511 B- II A-

. i

TO: The Battslion Chief, cummancing the

99th B, I. A,
SUBJECT: Americen Plane Found at 3,750 meters Alpuille ceg Glaclel's,

Submitted herewith are the following facta; Ou Fridan 25 July
1947, the S.E.S. and I, were climbing the Algullle des Giadiers
(3,870 meters) on the South-East side of that mountain; and we found
the remuains of a plane at around 3,750 meters,

After ardous searcheg on the rocky side of L'Alpuille, 1t scemed
that p.ane was:

An American plane

B-17, serisl No. 9338

That 1t struck sgainst the mountein (0Oily spot on the slope
of the mountain, and motor of the plane crushed into that
slope) .

Coming from Naples and going to London.

On 31 October 1946

Duty orders in my possession at Les Chaplieux, Lt Mollard
Duty orders signed by Lt Guy &, Vogt, by order of Colonel
DANIEL

ESCHBORN- Germany

LT. MOLLARD, Commanding tne S.E.
of the 99th B.l.A.
A/ Mollaxrd
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In fact, these glacliers g 8ses in sumer time
(this summ er is particul iﬂ— mig than 30 meters wide
and from I0 to 100 meters 4 very weak, and there

are very few of thenm,

The crew and myself almost fell in a deep crevasse, more than
50 meters deep.

The rocky couloirs are also very dangerous, because of the falling
rocks,

See Map 1/50,000 Mont-Blanc.

s/Mollard
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RESTRICTED
VIII REGION MILITAIRE (Militery Aren)

108th 1/2 BRIGADE

9?1:“ B.Iiﬁ.i
STATEMENT OF THE BATTALION CHIETF
AQ7th Bn COMMANDING THL 99th B.l.A.

Probeble way teken by the B=17C

Coming from NAPLES and goling to L“JJUL, in passing through that
arer. 15 a direct way. Tie plane struck at 3,700 meters, so it must
have passed about the Col Du Mont-Cenis, avolding the 2 big Mass of
Crend-Paradis end Haute Tarentaice, East of La Vannolise at the West.

They certainly intended to pasg at the West of the Mass du Mont-BElane,

The plane hit the {irst high peak limiting that Mass at the South-
Hest.

The weather was falrly cloudy on the day (See Weather stetistics).
Wes the peak of the Mout Blanec (4807) meters "‘ear and the surrounding
sumnites cloudy? OSuch things happened very often. If se, we know the

reason of the collision. The plane continued to fly in a straight line,
{flying close to the Mont-3lanec.

If the summit of the Aigullle de Glaciers was clear, the pilote would
have scen it {rom very far, that mountelin beilng like & bleck pyramid
emerging from an enormous glacier,

The Coneclusion is: A sudden defliciency of the plane, or a mistake
in the plloting.

BOURG ST MAURICE, 10 August 1947
Ch;=landur1, Je'n Andre, Bn Chief
Commanding the 99th B, 1. A.

PISTRIBUTION:

The Cener:-l Commancing the &th

Reglon - LYON,.

The Colonel commanding  108th 1/2

BRIGADE,

The General cormanding the subdivision

of CHAMBERY File.
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WD AAF FORM NO. |
Revised (| October 1945)
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Les Chapieux 7 August 1947

Lieutenant Mollard Noel commanding the S.E.S, of the
99th B,I.,A. - Les Ctnpiaux

G Q' ‘)\\Gﬂ‘ D

The htﬂli**éifef commanding the 99th B. l.A.

SUBJECT: Location of plane

ubmitted herewith is a report of further searches made at the
Alguille des Glaciers on 7 August 1947.

Departure: O400 hours, Return 1800 hours,

l. Planes of searches: The upver rim of the glacler of Glaclers
(North side).

The three couloirs going uwp to 3,730, place where the plane
wrecked.

2. Orew making the search: ILt. MOLLARD - Sgt BECK - 10 guides
3. Yo remains (bodies) were found.

The searchss will be carried on, on the 8 August 1947. Four
crews will participate in the searches under the supervision of Sgt
BOIS. They will search again the glacler de 1l'Zstellette and the
glacier of LEX BLANCHE which is at the same altitude as the wreckeoge
nlace.

4, Things found: will be given to the US mission.

s/MOLLARD

A TRANSIATIN CY ORIGINAL FRENCH YILE
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VIII MILITARY AREA

108th 1/2 BRIGADL
Q9th B. I. A,
S.E,.S

NO 95 bis

Lieutenant MOLLARD, Commanding the S..L.0
tile 9(’}”.:{ Bi I- Ai

TO: Battelion Chief, Commanding the 99th B.l.A.

Submitted herewith are the following facte:
It was exactly 10:30 hours when we saw a blg green spot on the rocily
slope of the Aiguille des Glaclers. At the s me time the {irsl crew
of mountain climbers found some debris of & plans, Thers we e ore
and more of these remains as we were getiing closer to the green spot,
which was the rest of the cockpit of a plane. OSome clothes, papers,
and other kindes of debris were spread on that rocky side of the mount-
ain, We also found one skull, one hand, = part of an arm (from elbow
to hand), (Some flesh was still on it). We gathered them in a hole in
the rock, as it was impossible to take them down on thatl day, the walk
down being difficult. The climbers hacd alrendy leit thelr bags on the
way up (3,470) becauce we fenred a big storn (thundﬁr). rlso we had
climbed through the ardous way instead ol the usual p th, that 1s how
found the plane.

[ncluded herewith are: Copy of list of personanel (No 1)
Copy of Operations YUrders No 260 (No"2)
List of things found and in the possession
of Lt. MOLLARD at the Les Chapieux (n0 3)
Map ol plane where plane was found,
Mep (50/000 Mt Blane)

Muty orders show that there were a total of nine persons abdoarc
the plane: 2 Colonels, 1 Major, 1 Lieutenani, 1l Lleutenant, anc 4
sergeants.
Lieutenatn MOLLARD
S/ MILLARD
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99th B. L.A. ALV Les Chapieux 8 August 1947

S, E, S, Lt Mollard commanding S.E, S,
to

Battalion Chief comranding the §9th 1. I1.A.

SUBJECT: Location of US Plano

Submitted herewith report of last searches made on 8 August 1947
at the wreckage place of the US plane B-17. Searches were made by
4 crews under the supervision of Sgt BOIS,

Departure Q400 hours, Returned 180C hours,

1. Places searches: The upper rim of the glacier of the lex
Blanche. The summit of the glacier of the Estellette, all courleirs
of the Lex Blanche and the Estellette.

c¢. Things found: No remains, no debris of plane on the glacier -2
the Lex Blanche.

3« Conclusions: After repeated and careful searches (total
number of ascensions: 32) on the Alguille du Glacier, the glaciers,
crevasses, rims and rocks surrounding the Aiguille du Glacier in France
and Italy, no more remains have been found, After investigation it
seem8 that the hit against the ..lope of the mountain and the violent

explosion of the plane have pulverized the bodier as well as the main
parts of the plane.

As an example, parts of bodies and some parte of the plane were
found at one and & half kilometers from the place of the wreckage.

s/Mollard

A TRANSIATI(N OF ORIGINAL FRENCH FILE
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THINCS FOUND:

l. 2 Jecketls - one belonging to a Serypean
mentiocned)
one belonging to ar
a., lransport Troop
be 1 baclge of mechanician
c. 3 Decorations
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Lieutenant Mollay

o/ Hollard
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WAR DEPARTMENT ARMY AIR FORCES
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PILOT'S NAME HOME STATION CRGANIZATION AIRCRAFT NUMBER
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Weather Station of Bourg St. Maurice

Period frum 31 October 1946 to 2 November
1946 Weather Observed at the Station

31 October

0530 Very cloudy, dut clouds rather high. Moderate wind from East.
Good wvisibility.

0800 Wind blows much from time to time. Sky cloudy.
1200 Sky completely clear. Clouds disapveared (directed South-Bast).
- Clouds appear again, Wind is getting stronger and blows from

the Zast, Nedbulosity is varying, increases or disavpears, from
time to time,
Clouds are very high and the sky is getting clear. Wind is weaker.
the wind 1is weaker in the evening and the sky is slightly cloudy.
This weather station not being activated during the night, observation
of the weather has been made only the next morning. But it seems that
the nebulosity has bdeen the same at night and the wind moderate.

1 November

0600 Cloudy sky, smooth wind, lLater, the sky is getting clearer.

1200 Nebulosity increases and clouds appear dbut high in the sky. Wind
starts to blow more violently (13 meters per second).

1545 Wind does not blow, but clouds are getting bigger and lower. Clouds
start to appear as low as the slopes of the mountsins.

1630 Clouds are getting lower and lower to 600 meters. Rain starts to fall
at around 1700, it lasts one hour,

2100 Clouds still very low and thick, visibility is very bad since 1800
hours, This is the end of the obserwvations for the day, &7 must
have been very cloudy during the next night.

This resume of weather observation wos taken from file at the station
by the Station chief, Lt. PIAS
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LLARD commanding S.E.S.

SIHRT=CT: Loc

oubmitted h**eritW LS a report of searcahes m: e under my supervislon,
to locnte the American olane 3=17. Searche:s were made espeelally Lo
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elex), [ingernail
concerning the plane, Jduty orders, jacket of

E

ey

f -‘#‘I“T‘

- ;L*-?-‘E"aifl.‘f‘-‘i, man's he t", paxrv ot a Shouida I ‘jzr.
of one arm (iroﬂ albow to hand) . These remains are actually
at Les Chapisux (Chapel)

s/ Mollard
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NOMENCIATURE OF TEE DIFFERENT OBJEM.: AHD Dm THE PLACE
OF WRECKAGE QOF THE B-17.
!

REMAINS (bodies): 1 arm, 1 head, eet diferrent remains,

PArEne! Ac 1l ¥Wallet containinge:
21 dolkmrs (bills) and 3 cheques ($100 )0 each)
1 driver license (W.S. Cassel)
1 permanent pas (W.S5., Cassel)
1 PX Card
1 card from Changhrils Mud
1 card from tre Twilight Club
1 Medical reco.d
1 OCard, 61st Troop Carrier Sq.
1 Membershin card (clud)
1l vertificate of release from hospital
2 Ration Cards from hospital
4 PX tickets (1/2 Marks)
4 tickets (15 cents each) from Special Service USFET
b
1
1
e
e

receipts of postal orders ($25.00) ($55.00, $12,00)
postal order (65 cents)

article from newspaper noncerning a missing plane.
letters

oards (commercial publicity)

Duty orders (triplicate)
Fishing and hunting license (Debovich)
. € Tickets from billets (Hilton and Gilbert)
2 Registered tickets from ATC (¥lek & Dedorich)
4 different papers (torn out)
. Burnt papers (Navigation Maps)
4 maps

2 Fleld jackets (USA), 1 necktie, 1 short

1 shoe, 1 slipper, 1 moccassin.

1 plece of parachute material

1 plece of cloth used as sigrnalisation on life-raft.
1 plece c¢f cloth

e Urinalse

1l sack contailning rockets, rocket pistol.

MECHANICAL PIECES: 1 wvalve, 1 control assembly, 1 lubricator, 1 tap,
1l parachute release, 1 bdroken ring, 1 wing flap.

TOOLS: 1 slide rule.

PERSONAL CBJECTS: Pilot insignis, airborne badge, lighter, bell from Capri,
1 ring, fingernail clipper, glasses frame, fountain pen, cap of a fountain pen,

camera and films, watch Rolex.

e - -
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Neal, Comna
3. Iliﬁii

oubmitted her ls the report of the searches mace on 4 August 1947
on thne glacler of the Lstellatie and 1a the rocky couloir which goes up to

e

3,730 neters.,

~
;
-

Departure -romn Les Chapleux =t 0300 hours. Retura to Les
Chapieux at 1700,

Les Chanieux, Seloge, Col de la telgne (2,736 weters),
Glaclier ol the Estellete,

found: On the all glacier we found debris of plane motor,
aft, At the peak of the glacler of the Lstelletles we found
plane. Inside of the Rimay (upper), 7 meters inside and
sone more parts (frou the const 3,730 to 1 kilometer '

" wreckage (3,730). The Glucler of .T‘;i;t,-;..:llut:s :

nas the size of a human head.

allet, of T/Sgt Casae inside were an identiliecation
i &y ' ' : ' . . 2 YN . . B
and $.50.00, a p d with code-words, a camera with 1llms,
1 rocket-plstol, and other different things as shoes, Also we
< f2et, the lower p=o of a leg, bones and 1 ¢« Olts ol llesh,
et, the lower part o leg, bo i little blts of (lesh

¢. Places seurched: All of the glaclor of the Estellette (very dangerous
glacler with very deep crevasses, snow bridges (more t.na:,a. 30 meters long), all of
coulolr al the peak of the glselor to 3,730 meters) .
d. More searches will be made Thursdoy and Friday 7 and 8 August 1947.
The purpose of the seashes will be to brlng do'm the other parts of the plane,

and remains 1f there are any left.

A
[

e. Cwnchngg; In my opinion there 1s nothing else Lo be found al the
place ol wreckuge, &8s the plane bursted. The rest of the plane rﬂ4 Do#l&~ are
nos inside of the glacie r of the Estellette under 15 to 30 meters ol 1ce Those
remains will be found before thirty years {rom now, after the gleLﬂr will have
aormally melted, they will be then at the Rimay (lower). We met great difficultles,
because o the roek slops and 11“0 bacause ol tne placlers (Glucler des Glaciers),

especlally the glacier of the Batellette.

RICTED

p:ge 1 of 2 pages







ESTRICTED

In fact, those glaclers nave enormous crevasses in summesr tTime
(this summer 13 partimularly warm), they are more than 30 meters wide
and from 30 to 100 meters deen, Snow bridges are very weak, and there

I\ ®

are very iew ol thnen,

The crew and mysel! almout {eel 1in
50 metars deen.

3 2- - - 3 -
The rocKy coulolrs are also vel

Map 1/50,000 Mont-3lnne.
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SUBJECT: Location of nlcne

Submitted herewith is a I"-!)JJ:"i oL Iurdth
,A:.En}il].g de.._: Gliict&r: f}} ? ’ .;{r_,il-._ » 1_9 i

Departure: 0400 hours. Retura 1800 hours.

Planes of gearches: The upper rim of the

the three coula2irs 5‘31_'1: up o #1’71:*?

Crew meking the sesrch: Lt. MOLLARD
3. No remaians (bodies) were fouad.
ihe searches will be carried on, on the § ﬁu;uﬁt
crews will participate in the searches under the sup
015, They will search agala the glacier de 1'£ﬂtell
glaclier of LWX BLANCHE which is at the same altitude as ti

nlace., '

4e Thnings found: will be given ¢, the US mission.

bf/:ﬁ OL: LARD

. TRANSLATION OF ORIGINAL FRENCH FILE
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REPOR’

—

The Rattalion Chief CHALANDON commanding the ©9th Be Lo Ae 1n
accord with Tt Mollard commanding the S. E. S. of the Battalion

and the American authorities present at les Chapieux, decided to

stop the
de Glaciers, on Saturday © Avgust 1047,

searches for the bodies and documents in the area of L'Aiguille

s nulverized after hitting the mountain (1'A4guille).

the MNaciers and the Glacier
rf]

The airplane wa
™a remains were soread all over the (Glacler,
of the Nstelette, Dhring the past thev have been covered by L or

he ice or at the bottom of

meters of snow, and novw they are huried in th

crevasses.

Evervthing was done to find the remains, but the falling rocks, the
' L€ ing zlaciers make the

fragile snow bridges, and the Crevasses HE& MOVANg
Murther searches would only bring very small

searches very nerilous.

- +
.rt'f? 1 ‘::‘- US )

In a few vears, and little by little, the glaciers will free the
ch time, this unit will gather them carefully, this area

eround in the mountains and this unit will notify

- 1_ L]
F

renains, at wihl
being our training
imerican authorities concerned.

BOURG St. Maurice, © August 1017
OHALANDOIN, Battalien Chief
Commanding the 90th Bs 1. As

S/ CHATANDON
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Les Chapieux 2 August 1947
Lt Mollard commanding S.E.S.
to
Battalion Chie® commanding the 99th B,T.A.
"'UJ., 5CT: Loeation of US PLANE

oubmitted herewith report of last searches made on 3 August 1947
at the wroecii:ge place of the US plane B=17. Searches wers made by
4 crews under the suparvision of Sgt BOIS,

Depariure 0400 hours. Returnsd 1800 hours.

l. Ploces searched: The upper rim o‘f‘ th-':- elacisr of the Lex
Blenche. The summit o? the glacler of the Lstelletie, all courloirs
. the Lex Blanche and the Estellette.
<« Things found: No remains, no debris of plane on the gladier of
the Lex Blanche,

3 Cﬁnclubig_ﬂ After repeated and esreful searches (total
number of ascensions: 32) on the Aiguille du Glaecier, the glaeclers,
crevassns, rims and roeks surrouncing the aiguille du Glucier in France
and ltaly, no more remains have been found. After investisation it
seems that the hit against the slope of the mountain ard the violent
explosion of the ulxnt have pulverlzed the bodies as weli as the main

parts of the plane.

As an example, parts ol bodies and some parts of the plane were
found at one and a half kilometers from the place of the wreckage.

El/"'jfi‘lOl:i.&I‘il
TRANSLATION OF ORIGINAL FRENCH FILE

TRUE COPY:
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1 o/ YULLER 0=1999550
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arsonal Affairs Officer
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Les Chapieux, 28 July 1947

VIII MYLITARY AREA
108th 1/2 BRIGADE
oth B. I. A

SeEed

No OF

Lieutenant MOLLARD Neal, Commanding the SES
of the 9‘9151’1 Be 1o As

T0: The Battalion Chiof, commanding the
99th B. 1. Ae

SURBJECT: American Plane Found at 3,750 meters Alguille des Glaciers.

Sobmitted herewith are the following factsy On Friday 25 July

1917, the S.E.S. and I, were climbing the Alguille des (laciers
(3,870 meters) on the South-Bast side of that mountaing and we found

the remains of a plane at around 3,750 meters.

After ardous searches on the rocky side of L'Aigullle, it seemed
that plane wass

1. An American plane

2, B~17, serial no, 9338

3, That it struck against the mountain (01ly spot on the slope
of the mountain, and motor of the plane crusled into that

slope)- '
Coming from Naples and going to London.

On %1 October 1946
Duty orders in my possession at les Chapieux, Lt Mollard,

Duty orders signed by Lt Guy A. Pogt, Ny order of Colonel
DANIEL
ESCHBORN- Germany

LT, MOLLARD, Commanding the S.E.S.
of the 99th Bele Ao

8/ Nollard

A TRAMSLATION OF ORTGTUAL FRENCH FILE
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Weather Station of Bourg mt. ur‘j.c

Period from 31 October 1946 to 2 November
1946 Weather Observed at the Stition

. -,

:l DCL{U‘L}EI'

0530 Very cloudy, but clouds rather high. Moderate wind {rom East.
Good wisibility.

0800 Wind blows much rom time to time. oOkv cloudy.

1200 Sy completely clear., Clouds disappeared (directed South-East).

1300 Clouds appenr again, Wind is getting stronger and blows from
the East. Nebulosity is wvarylng, increasec or disppears, from
time to time,

1330 Clouds sre very high and the sly is getting cleur. Vind is weaker.
The wind is.weaker 1n the evening and the sky 1s slightly cloudy.
This weather station not belng activ:ted during the night, observation
of the weather hos been made only the next moruing. But 1t seems that
the nebulosity has been the same at nizht ane the wind moderate,

1 November

0600 Cloudy L;ky, smooth wind. Later, the sky 1is getting clearer.
<00 Nebulosity increases and clouds avpear but high iu. thr SKY
starts to blow more violeatly (13 meters per second).
Wind does not blow, but clouds are getiling bigger and lower,
start to appear as low as the slopes of the mountains.
Clouds are getting lower and' lower to 000 meters. Rain starts
at around 1700, it lasts one hour.
Clouds still very low and thick,visibility is very bad sinece 180C
hours. This 1s the end of the observations for the day. Oy must
have bren very cloudy during the next night.
This resume of weather observation was taken from file al the station
ov the Station chial, Lt. PLAS

A TRANSLATION OF ORIGINAL FRENGCH

CERTIFIAD TRUL COPY:
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Personal Affairs Officer
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¢/o0 Postmaster, NY.NY.
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NOMENCLATURE OF THE F:...imi OBJECTS AND DEBRIS FOUND ON THE PLACE
OF WRECKAGE OF THE 9-17.

REMAINS (bodies): 1 Arm, 1 Head, 2 feet, difsrrent remesins.
PAPERS: A, Wallet containing:

Dollars (bills) and 3 checues (3100.00 each)

driver liconse (W.S. Cassel)

permanent pass (W.S. Cassel)

PX Card

Cerd from Shanghrila Club

Card from the Twilight Glub

Medlieal rocord

Cerd, 6lst Troop Carrier Sa.

Membership card (club)

Certificate of release from hospital

Ration Cards {rom hospital

PX tickets (1/2 Marks)

tickets (15 cents each) ‘rom Speeial Service USFET
receipts of postal orders ($25.00) ($55.00, $12.00)
postal order (65 cents)

articie ifrom newspaper concernlag a missing plane
letters

cards (commercial publicity)

J
ol

A

t—l
R WA N

Duty orders (triplicate)

Fishing nd hunting license (Dobovich)

2 Tickets from billets (Hilton and Gilbert)

2 Registered tickets from ATC (Elek & Doborich)
4 different papers (torn out)

Burnt papers (navigation Maps)

/, maps

B
C
D
¥
G
H

CLOTHES 2 Field jackets (USA), 1 necktie, 1 short
1l shoe, 1 slipper, 1l moccassia.
1l plece of parachute material
pelce of ecloth used as signalisation on life-raft.
piece ol cloth
Urinals
sack containing rockets, rocket pistol.

MYICHANICAL PIFCES: 1 .alve, 1 control assembly, 1 iubricator, 1 tap,

‘

1 par: parachute relense, L broken ring, 1 wing flap.

TOOLS: 1 slide mile.

PEROONAL OBJECTO: Pilot insignila, airborne badge, lighter, bell from Capri,

1l ring, fingenall clipper, glasses,frome, fountain pen, cup of 2 fountain pen,
camera and [{liles, wateh Rolex.

4 TRANSLATION OF ORLGLNAL FRENCH F.[LJL
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