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On 1 Novewber 1345, 3-17 No 43-39% ,.uot colaul moak Uphm, Murt‘m
Rbrs, departed gapodichine Air fass, w‘.{“, Italy st 00542 exrcute tc Zovixgdem,
Bogland’ witia sight (8) people on board. Ore wradioc contect was mada with Uapodichine
fower five winutes after take-off. Nothing mors was heard fram thia aireraft. After
eighteen (18) days of extensive land, ses and air sesrch, orders were issued to
sbandon formal search. Subseguently, numersus reports of sircraft wreckages were in-
vestigated in hopes that this sircraft would be loeated, but without success.

o 25 July 1947, a patrol of the $9th Sataillem D'Infaxterie Alpins, Fremch
wcﬂ;red the wr.crl,ga of an airoreft on a wountein nsmed Aiguille d.n Ghui.n.
W, Y=t 8% 481 B -long. - The Wrecisge Was
(u.z.az ~Leet). This wreckags.yas, positively identified ug thc mm o:t
sy means of persenel papere, operations erders,
und at tko sgene of the crash. This" Mculsr mh is’

Blams. (k. Blano is the highsat pesk 15,761 feet]. The wrockage wes
seattersd over a wide area and only the Iigh‘hlr parts of the aircraft and eguipment
were found. It is believed that the heavier parts of the aircraft are buried ia the

mmﬁ AN S P Y 2 R

4 fow human romnm were loented but no postﬁu jidentification m asde. M
s no indigation that anyome had attempted to use parackutes. Persensl. &rﬂam
re found that telargsd to persomrel who would mmlla' be in the pilots
i and other srgicles were discoversd which would belong to persomnel npormally steticned
\ldn the rear compartment. Therefore it is telieved that all sight Mh were on board
the aireoraft at the time of crash.

Although the weather over the Tyrrhenian Sea wsa
severity of the weathsr iz not believed to have been a

Lorscasted weathar.
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1 dewom Famew 9.,  TC “r-n lude the possiBIITty of pilot
s ditective has baen published which r 1:0?%“ of
snd Istres, Prance, whem flying ¢o and
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(n 1 Voveber 1048, 5-17 Yo 43-302E8, pilot Celonel Hudsos H. Uphsn, Headgwrtera

EATS, depurted Capodichine Alr Ease, Hagples, Italy at O054Z snroute to Dovingden,
. = Lt g e b A
Brglan® wita eight (8) people on board. Cre radic contect wns nmade with Capodichine

P T

‘ tower five rirutes niter take-ofi. WNething more was hetrd Iroa thi% eireralt. Al%er
- @ighteon (L&) days of extensive land, zee end eir gearch, crders weres issusi %o
. abziion forual search. Subsejuently, numersus reports of aircralt wrecikages wers in-

vesticated in hopes that this sircraft would be located, bub without succoess.
o -

on 25 July 1947, a patrol of the £8th Zabeillon D'Infanterie Alpire, Franch Arz{
discovered the wresiage of an airereft on e wountain naued Alguille des Glaciers, 45

471 ¥, lat., 87 48! 3. Lorg. The wracxege was dissovered on & glacisr at.approxizately

3750 meters (12,187 feet). Tais wrockage was positivsly identified as the remsies of

B-17 Yo 43-39336 by means of personal papers, operetions ordevs, snd parts.of.sircralt.
found at the scene of the cresh. This particuler mpuntain is appreximately fifteen {15}§

milss Southwest of MHount pienc snd is & pert of the waes -generalli ccisidered-as Loust .

 Blanc. (ub. Blanc is tis bighest peak in Duropc 15,781 feet). The wreckege wes

scattered over a wide area and cnly the lighter perts of the aircraft and equipment
were found. It is believed that the -eavier parts of the aircraft are buried in the
glagier. . '

A few humai remains were located but no positive identification was made. There
was no indisatior thet anyons had shtempted to use parachutes. Personal articles
wers found that talonged to personnel wic would normally be in the pilots compertmeat
and other articles were ciscoverad which would belong to personnel noraally stationed

il in the rear conporiwent. Thersfore it is lslieved thet all eijht people were on board
;_;'"3' the aircraflt et the time of crash.
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¢+ The pilot #iled e flght plan and wrs brisfed to fly from Yaples to Poretta,

The mircraft flew head on into a nearly verticle face of the mountain. .t explo-

' ded end was scattered cver a wide area of the glacier Lelow the point of impact which
- was sbout 450 feet from the top of the wountmin., Judging from the point of impact

the nircraft wes flying or a headin; of approximately 350° just prior to the crash.

Corsies; to Istres, Frances to Lyon,, France; to Puris, irance; to Sovingden,.

Although tihe weoather over the Tyrrhenian Sea was [loracasted to be very poor, the
severity of the westher is not helieved to have been s major csuse factor “ecause at
the time of the ecrash thre aireraft had already pasced through the area of most severs
forecasted weathaor.

Mo accurste and campletc winds aloft nformation is available now as naarly all
subhier ruzoréq cavering the puriod cf the aceident have Leen destroyed cr returmed
« the Unitad States.

Assundng that the sirerafl wes ‘n level fligrt prior to the crash, it is prob-
tmat & 19/10 overcaat condition axisted at the 12,000 level, the result of a
#arn colst oagberly and southessterly [low associated with the low pressure srea
cuntarad over the Tyrrhenian Swa. This wars moist air havin bser forced up *he
coatheantern sloges of the nounteins probably caused a deck of slouds Ol:s'“;}in&
the mountainsg at the polnt ol the craszh.
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1o view of the ladk oI pegltive avidened mo dofinite sauses or conclusions aey
« phatad. dowever, 1t ls.Felieved that the pilot wag orf sourse due to.ome of two
¢t Irom Nagles to lovingdenm instead

-
rongona.  soret, he nay have docided o £y dire
ok, e ¥ rak P L S i - " ¥ 1
of tha raouts svmoon Ghe form 23 or, second, he mey liove besn off courss awe to
streny; unflorecaotbad weasterly winds wd fau'ty navigation.
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